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1.  This message provides information on threats to, and criminal

action against merchant shipping worldwide in the last 30 days.

.

  A.  To aid in our reporting, please add the Office of Naval

Intelligence (ONI) as an information addressee when possible to

your normal corporate and organizational reporting requirements.

The ONI message address is ONI WASHINGTON DC//11// or, the ONI

Violence at Sea (VAS) desk may be contacted at commercial phone

(301) 669-4905 or via e-mail: dpearl@nmic.navy.mil. Report

may also be made to the National Response Center (U.S. Coast 

Guard) hotline: 1-800-424-8802 or the Maritime Administration

Office of Ship Operations, MAR-613, (202) 366-5735; FAX

(202) 366-3954, e-mail: opcentr1@marad.dot.gov.
.

  B.  This Worldwide Threat to Shipping Report is posted at the
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’s Maritime Safety site:
http://www.nga.mil/portal/site/maritime.
.

  C.  The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) also publishes a

weekly piracy summary, based on reporting from the IMB Piracy

Reporting Centre in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  Each week's report is

published on Tuesday and may be accessed through

their web page http://www.icc-ccs.org/prc/piracyreport.php.

.

  D.  Anti-piracy and crime current developments:
.

      1.  MARITIME SECURITY (PIRACY) POLICY:  On 14 Jun, the Office of the White House 
Press Secretary released a memorandum from the President approving a Policy for the 
Repression of Piracy and Other Criminal Acts of Violence at Sea (Piracy Policy) for immediate 
implementation, consistent with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 
The policy shall be appended to the National Strategy for Maritime Security as Annex B.  The 
policy responds to the emergence of high-risk maritime areas that threaten U.S. interests. Recent 
instances of piracy have highlighted the need for this policy in order to coordinate U.S. 
Government response and to promote international solutions.  This policy advances the U.S. 
commitment to cooperate with other states, regional and international organizations, and the 
maritime industry in order to counter this threat (whitehouse.gov).

.

      2.  NIGERIA:  Members of the Nigerian Owners of Fish Trawlers Association raise alarm 
over armed robbery attacks on their ships, per 12 Jun reporting, Lagos.  The members allege that 
they have lost N 1 billion and have had several personnel killed due to armed robbery gangs who 
attack their ships from speedboats.  However, according to Western Naval Command, only 11 
ships have been reported to have been attacked in the past three months.  These attacks on 
vessels by suspected pirates were only brought to the knowledge of the Navy several hours after 
they have been carried out, and taking several days before an incident is reported.  In a meeting 
between the Navy and the Association, it was agreed to form a committee, with members drawn 
from the Nigerian Navy and members of the Association.  Members of this committee will look 
how to improve communication between the two groups as well as other issues (LM: 

allafrica.com).

.

      3.  SOMALIA:  The Transitional Federal Government of Somalia is planning to launch 
operations to prevent pirates from carrying out hijackings on vessels, per 8 Jun reporting.  The 
Fishing and Marine Resources Minister, Hassan Abshir Farah, stated a decision was made to 
purchase speedboats that will deter piracy as well as prevent ships from illegally dumping waste 
into Somali waters.  The Minister stated Government Marine Guards will be deployed along the 
coast of Central Somalia and Puntland (LM).

.

      4.  PHILLIPINES:  Indian and Philippine Coast Guards began joint maritime exercise: 
PASSEX 12 Jun, Manila Bay.  The exercise will have its commencement point at 14:35N-
120:50E and will include several evolutions such as vessels in column formation, line formation, 
boarding exercises and procedures by PCG Special Operations Group, cross deck landing by 
PCG and ICG helicopters, winching operations at Helo deck of PCG SAR 003 and will be 
concluded by a traditional farewell pass.  The PASSEX is aimed to promote harmonious working 
relation between the two countries.  This is the first exercise between two international Coast 
Guard agencies and will endeavor to improve inter-operability to come up with the standard 
maritime operations and coordination to respond swiftly to maritime distress, piracy, and acts of 
terrorism (LM: baltia.com).

.

      5.  STRAIT OF MALACCA:  Malaysian and Indonesian police will hold more regular joint 
training to combat piracy and robbery in the Strait of Malacca, per 13 Jun reporting.  The 
training would be held in Medan, Sumatra in Aug involving district police chiefs along the west 
coast of Peninsular Malaysia and personnel from the marine police, air unite and General 
Operations Force.  So far the cooperation between Malaysian and Indonesian police involved the 
exchange of information and joint patrols to curb piracy, especially in the southern parts of the 
straits.  A network involving marine police and both countries will be established (LM: 
bernama.com).

.

      6.  STRAIT OF MALACCA:  New Indonesian radar system along the Malacca Strait is near 
completion, per 12 Jun reporting.  Security along the Malacca Strait will be further strengthened 
when 10 new radar systems are fully installed by next year along the eastern coast of Indonesia’s 
Sumatra Island.  The radars are to be installed from Sabang at the northern tip of Aceh Province 
to Bengkalis near the south.  The radars were donated by the United States (LM: Kyodo News 
Service).
.

     7.  SOMALIA:  Piracy resumes in international shipping lanes off the Central East Coast of 
Somalia as of 14 May 2007.  As of 02 Jun, at least four vessels have been fired upon as far as 
200 NM off the Somali coast within a 50 NM radius from the point centered on 01:37N 049:36E 
by gunmen in small white speedboats armed with machine guns and rocket propelled grenades.  
Given the distance from shore these recent attacks have occurred and poor weather conditions 
typical for this time of year, ONI assesses pirates are likely utilizing a larger merchant vessel as a 
mother-ship to support their small-boat attacks.  If so, this would extend their attack range 
beyond 200 NM and increase the number of attack groups (typical 3 vessel configuration of one 
9 meter center console support skiff and two 6 meter out-board-motor attack/boarding skiffs with 
10 to 15 pirates per group) as well as increase their time on station.  The International Maritime 
Bureau (IMB) has increased their recommended transit distance from 75 NM to 200 NM for 
vessels not calling on Somali ports.  ONI further advises vessels stay at least 75 NM away from 
the position 01:37N 049:36E until the mother-ship threat can be evaluated.  Vessels transiting the 
east coast of Somalia, regardless of distance from shore, should increase anti-piracy precautions 
and maintain a heightened state of vigilance.  Vessels that have successfully prevented pirates 
from boarding are those that have taken evasive maneuvers that maximize the amount of wake 
turbulence with the minimum amount of momentum loss.  Vessels with high freeboard and wide 
gunwale railings fare better than vessels with low freeboard and readily available hook-points for 
the makeshift 6 meter hook-ladders used by Somali pirates (IMB, ONI).

.
      8.  NATO:  NATO contemplates expanding role of their naval resources per 14 May 
reporting.  NATO is talking to oil and gas producing companies and countries about how it could 
help combat security threats to energy infrastructure.  The measures would likely involve 
providing sea-borne rapid reaction forces to combat attacks on facilities, hostage taking and 
piracy in Africa, Asia and the Middle East (REUTERS).

.

  E.  Source codes:  Information contained in this report is

derived through direct reporting and analysis of reports of other

agencies and commercial sources.  Source codes will be added to

new reports to enable users requiring more detail to make contact.

Codes currently in use are:

.

      AFP, Agence France Presse

      AP, Associated Press

      BBC, BBC News

      BIMCO, Baltic and International Maritime Council, Denmark

      DHS, U. S. Department of Homeland Security

      DOJ, U. S. Department of Justice

      DOT, U. S. Department of Transportation

      FP, Fairplay, London

      GP, Greenpeace

      IMB, International Maritime Bureau, London and Kuala Lumpur

      IMO, International Maritime Organization, London

      INFO, Informa Group, formerly LLP, Llp Limited, London

      LAT, Latitud38.com website

      LL, Lloyd's List, daily, London

      LM, local media

      MARAD, Maritime Administration, US

      MSC, Maritime Security Council, US

      NATO, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Brussels

      NGA, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, Navigation 

          Safety System

      ONI, Office of Naval Intelligence analysis and comment

      Operator, owner or operator of affected vessel

      OSAC, Overseas Security Advisory Council

      USCG, United States Coast Guard

      RAN, Royal Australian Navy

      ReCAAP ISC, Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy

        and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia, Information Sharing Center

      REUTERS, Reuters

      RNZN, Royal New Zealand Navy

      SAP, Seafarers’ Assistance Program, Kenya
      STATE, U. S. Department of State

      TW, Tradewinds

      UKMTO, United Kingdom Maritime Trade Organization
.

2.  Designation of a high threat area is based on an assessment of

all source information relating to the existence of, or potential

for piracy and other crime, terrorism, civil unrest or low

intensity conflict.  Every effort is made to ensure that incidents

are not double-counted.  In the event double counting is detected

or an event is later learned not to be as initially reported, an

explanation of the cancellation of the inaccurate report will be

made in at least one message prior to dropping the erroneous

report.  Specific incidents will be reported for one month.
.

3.  This week's highlights:
.
  A.  President George W. Bush approves the Policy for the Repression of Piracy and Other 
Criminal Acts of Violence at Sea (Piracy Policy) for immediate implementation, 14 Jun (Para 
1.D.1.).

  B.  Members of the Nigerian Owners of Fish Trawlers Association raise alarm over armed 
robbery attacks on their ships, per 12 Jun reporting, Lagos, Nigeria (Para 1.D.2.).
.

  C.  The Transitional Federal Government of Somalia plans to launch operations to prevent 
pirates from carrying out hijackings on vessels, per 8 Jun reporting, Somalia (Para 1.D.3.).
.

  D.  Indian and Philippine Coast Guards begin joint maritime exercise: PASSEX 12 Jun, Manila 
Bay, Philippines (Para 1.D.4.).
.

  E.  Malaysian and Indonesian police will hold more regular joint training to combat piracy and 
robbery in the Strait of Malacca, per 13 Jun reporting (Para 1.D.5.).
.

  F.  New Indonesian maritime radar system is near completion, per 12 Jun reporting, Strait of 
Malacca (Para 1.D.6.).
.
  G.  Egyptian fishing vessel reportedly hijacked 7 Jun, off Eritrea (Para 5.I.1.).
.

  4.  Contents and summary of threat areas detailed in paragraph 5:

.

  A.  NORTH AMERICA:

      1.  No current incidents to report.

  B.  CENTRAL AMERICA-CARIBBEAN:
      1.  No current incidents to report.
  C.  SOUTH AMERICA:
  D.  ATLANTIC OCEAN AREA:

      1.  No current incidents to report.

  E.  NORTHERN EUROPE-BALTIC:

      1.  No current incidents to report.

  F.  MEDITERRANEAN-BLACK SEA:
      1.  No current incidents to report.

  G.  WEST AFRICA:
      1.  General cargo ship boarded, robbed 24 Apr, 2.2 miles from Tema Port 

           breakwater, Ghana (per 22 May reporting).
      2.  Support vessel (SEACOR) attacked, hostages taken 2 Jun off Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

      3.  Tanker boarded, robbed 4 Apr in Lagos, Nigeria (per 22 May reporting).

      4.  Tanker reported suspicious approach 16 May at Fairway Buoy RACON ‘B’, Bonny River,

           Nigeria.

      5.  Pipe-laying vessel attacked, personnel kidnapped 25 May off the coast of southern state of 

           Bayelsa, Nigeria.

  H.  INDIAN OCEAN-EAST AFRICA:
      1.  Container ship reported attempted boarding 31 May off Dar es Salaam Pilot Station,
           Tanzania.

      2.  General cargo ship reported suspicious approach 20 May, 300NM off the coast of Kenya.

      3.  Indian dhow (AL AQEEQ) hijacked 24 May near Mogadishu, Somalia. 

      4.  Cargo vessel (DANICA WHITE) hijacked likely on 01 Jun at an estimated distance of 

           205 NM off the central east coast of Somalia.
      5.  Tanker reported suspicious approach 21 May, Somalia.
      6.  Container ship boarded, robbed 17 May at “B” Inner Anchorage, Mombassa, Kenya.

      7.  Cargo vessel (VICTORIA) attacked 19 May in the afternoon, off Merca port, 

           Somalia.

      8.  Fishing vessel (CHING FONG HWA 168) (originally reported as (QING ZI HAO)) 
           hijacked 16 May off the coast of Somalia.

      9.  Fishing trawlers (MUVUNO I) and (MAVUNO II) hijacked 15 May, approximately 

          200 NM off the Central East Coast of Somalia.
    10.  Cargo vessel (IBN YOUNUS) fired upon but repelled attempted boarding 14 May, 

           approximately 190NM off the coast, Somalia.
    11.  General cargo ship (MARIAM QUEEN) hijacked while underway 3 May, 12 miles off 
           Mogadishu, Somalia, released 29 May.
    12.  Maldives coast guard sank a suspected LTTE boat 17 May, Maldives.

    13.  LTTE attacks naval camp, Sri Lankan sailors killed 24 May Delft Island, off Jaffna 

           Penninsula, Sri Lanka

  I.  RED SEA:

      1.  Egyptian fishing vessel reportedly hijacked 7 Jun, off Eritrea.

  J.  PERSIAN GULF:
      1.  No current incidents to report.

  K.  SOUTHEAST ASIA:
      1.  Tanker hijacked 22 May, Gulf of Thailand.

      2.  Container ship boarded, robbed 30 May Johor Anchorage, Malaysia.

      3.  Tanker (MAJULLAH JASMINE) boarded, robbed 21 Apr, 2.5NM East of Tanjung 
           Punggai (per 2 Jun reporting), Malaysia. 

      4.  Tanker (KUDAM) reported attempted boarding 25 May approximately 3NM southwest of 

           Pulau Mungging, Malaysia.  
      5.  Tanker reported attempted boarding 25 May, Singapore Strait.
      6.  Bulk Carrier (PORT PIRIE) misinterpreted actions of Indonesian Navy 17 May, Celebes 
           Sea.
      7.  LPG tanker boarded, robbed 7 Jan at Pertamina Jetty 4, Plaju, Indonesia (per 22 May 
           reporting).
  L.  NORTH ASIA:
      1.  Product tanker boarded, robbed 23 May, Vung Tau, Vietnam.

  M.  PACIFIC OCEAN AREA:
      1.  No current incidents to report.

  N.  ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC NON-STATE ACTIVIST GROUPS:

      1.  Vessel (FARLEY MOWAT) to be used to shut down illegal whaling per 14 May 
           reporting, Iceland.
.
5.  DETAILS:  There is reported active violence against shipping,

a credible threat to shipping, or the potential to develop into a

direct threat to the safety of shipping in the following areas:

.

  A.  NORTH AMERICA:  No current incidents to report.

.

  B.  CENTRAL AMERICA-CARIBBEAN:  No current incidents to report.
.

  C.  SOUTH AMERICA:  
.
  D.  ATLANTIC OCEAN AREA:  No current incidents to report.
.
  E.  NORTHERN EUROPE-BALTIC:  No current incidents to report.

.

  F.  MEDITERRANEAN-BLACK SEA:  No current incidents to report.
.

  G.  WEST AFRICA:

.
      1.  GHANA:  General cargo ship boarded, robbed 24 Apr at 0245 local time while anchored

2.2 miles from Tema Port breakwater (per 22 May reporting).  Robbers armed with knives 
boarded the general cargo ship.  They tied up the duty AB and took his walkie talkie.  The 
robbers stole from the ship's forecastle store.  The robbers escaped in a waiting boat.  The duty 
AB released himself and raised the alarm (IMB).

.

      2.  NIGERIA:  Support vessel (SEACOR) attacked, hostages taken 2 Jun in the evening, 
while at anchor off Port Harcourt.  Two Filipino employees of West Africa Offshore drilling 
were taken from the vessel by gunmen.  The hostages were rescued four hours later on 3 Jun by 
the police of Elelenwo waterfront.  One hostage taker was killed (LM).

.

      3.  NIGERIA:  Tanker boarded, robbed while at 6 Apr at 0200 local time while at berth in 

Lagos (per 22 May reporting).  Robbers broke open the paint store and stole from the ship’s 
stores.  The alarm was raised and the authorities were informed.  The master suspected the 
robbers might have boarded with the assistance of the port watchman (IMB).

.

     4.  NIGERIA:  Tanker reported suspicious approach 16 May at 0125 local time while drifting 
at Fairway Buoy RACON ‘B’, Bonny River.  Watch officer noticed three boats on radar at a 

range of one mile.  When the boats came within two cables from the ship, watch officer informed 
the master and alerted the crew.  The suspicious boats moved away when searchlights were 
directed towards them (IMB).

.

      5.  NIGERIA:  Pipe-laying vessel attacked, personnel kidnapped 25 May off the coast of 
the southern state of Bayelsa.  Suspected militants in two speedboats fired shots during the 
abduction.  Four Britons, three Americans and one South African were reportedly kidnapped 

(LM: ITV.com).

.
  H.  INDIAN OCEAN-EAST AFRICA:

.
      1.  TANZANIA:  Container ship reported attempted boarding 31 May at 2243 UTC while 
drifting in position 06:50.2S - 039:37.3E, 22NM off Dar es Salaam Pilot Station.  Pirates, in two 
boats with ten persons in each boat, attempted to board the container ship while waiting for the 
pilot to board.  The alert crew raised the alarm and the attempt was aborted (IMB).

.

      2.  KENYA:  General cargo ship reported suspicious approach 20 May at 0330 local time 
while underway in position 02:55N-046:04E, 300NM from the coast.  The vessel observed an 
unlit craft at a distance of 3 miles.  When called on VHF they replied that they could not speak 
English and that they were only fishing.  They asked for the vessel's course and kept following. 
The master suspected piracy and took anti-piracy measures and altered its course to keep away 
from the craft.  When the suspicious craft moved away the vessel resumed course/journey (IMB).
.

      3.  KENYA:  Container ship boarded, robbed 17 May at 0530 local time at “B” Inner 

Anchorage, Mombassa.  The crew spotted a robber on the ship’s stern.  The alarm was raised and 

the crew proceeded aft to investigate.  Upon seeing the crew, the robber jumped overboard and 

escaped in a small boat waiting with two more personnel.  The robbers stole from the ship’s 

stores (IMB).

.

      4.  SOMALIA:  Cargo vessel (DANICA WHITE) hijacked likely on 01 Jun at an estimated 
distance of 205 NM off the central east coast of Somalia.  The U.S. dock landing ship (CARTER 
HALL) had been on patrol in international waters under operational control of Combined Task 
Force 150 when it encountered the (DANICA WHITE) on 02 Jun.  No distress call had been 
received by Coalition forces but it quickly became clear to the sailors aboard the (CARTER 
HALL) that the vessel was under pirate control.  The Carter Hall crew fired machine gun bursts, 
first as warning shots and then disabling shots nearly destroying the three small pirate skiffs in 
tow behind the hijacked vessel.  The pirates, hiding behind hostages as human shields, forced the 
vessel into Somali territorial waters where the Coalition warship could not enter due to rules of 
engagement.  The Danish flagged vessel was carrying building and construction materials to 
Mombasa from Dubai with a crew of five Danish nationals.  The vessel is believed to be 
anchored in the vicinity of five other hijacked vessels being held for ransom between Harardere 
and Hobiyo, Somalia.  ONI COMMENT: Based on extrapolations of estimated time-distance 
variables, ONI assesses the hijacking likely occurred in the vicinity of 01:50N 050:02E 
sometime in the afternoon on 01 Jun.  This location is approximately 70 NM NE of the reported 
attack locations on the (IBN YOUNUS) (MUVUNO I) and (MAVUNO II) (see Para 5.G.9 and 
10 of this message)(ONI, Navy Times, IMB, CNN, FOX).

.

      5.  SOMALIA:  Tanker reported suspicious approach 21 May at 2300 local time while 
underway in position 07:08N - 054:36E.  An unidentified small craft followed the tanker at a 
distance of 7 miles.  The tanker altered its course and increased its speed to distance themselves 
from the suspicious craft.  The small craft followed the vessel for several hours before moving 
away.  PRC forwarded the masters message to coalition forces to render necessary assistance 
(IMB).

.

       6.  SOMALIA:  Cargo dhow (AL AQEEQ) hijacked 24 May at 1700 local time near 
Mogadishu.  The vessel was reportedly bound for Kismayo with a crew of 14 Indian nationals 
when it was hijacked shortly after unloading cargo in Mogadishu (SAP, LM).

.

       7.  SOMALIA:  Cargo vessel (VICTORIA) attacked 19 May at 1205 local time, while 
underway, 60NM off the coast.  Pirates attacked the UN World Food Program (WFP) chartered 
vessel while it was enroute to Kismayo from Merca.  The Jordanian-registered vessel sent out a 

distress call and the owner relayed the message to the Merka agent of the Somali contractor who 

chartered the vessel.  That agent sent out guards in two boats who intercepted the pirates before they could board the ship.  One guard was wounded in an exchange of fire and later died in 

Merca hospital.  The vessel returned to Merca port after the attempted hijacking.  There are no 

apparent damages to the vessel no other crewmembers were injured (LM: WFP, Washington 
Times, SAP, IMB).

.

      8.  SOMALIA:  Fishing vessel (CHING FONG HWA 168) (originally reported as (QING ZI 
HAO)) hijacked 16 May off the coast of Somalia.  The vessel set sail from Koahsiung, Taiwan in 
Feb 2006 and is now assessed to be carrying two Taiwanese and 14 Chinese crewmembers.  The 
vessel is reportedly being held alongside the (MAVUNO I) and the (MAVUNO II).  On 4 Jun, 
unconfirmed reports that a crewmember of this vessel was killed to leverage a higher ransom 
began to appear in the press.  ONI COMMENT: If this report is genuine and not a deceptive 
tactic to garner a higher ransom, it would be the fist reported case of an intentional hostage 
killing since the east central coast Somali piracy problem began to emerge in Apr 2005.
(LM, BBC, SAP).

.

     9.  SOMALIA:  Fishing trawlers (MUVUNO I) and (MAVUNO II) hijacked 15 May at 0900 
UTC while underway in position 01:20N-049:00E, approximately 200NM from the East Central 
Coast.  Ten pirates, divided into two groups of five, boarded each vessel and reportedly intended 
to take the vessels to position 04:30N 048:10E.  No injuries were reported among the 24 
crewmembers.  As of 26 May, a ransom of 700,000 USD was reportedly demanded for the 
release of the two vessels and its crewmembers, which other reporting claims is unverified.  
Maritime officials state that the pirates who seized the vessel have no intention of reducing the 
ransom.  The nationalities of the crewmembers are 10 Chinese, 4 Koreans, 3 Vietnamese, 4 
Indonesians, and 3 Indians (SAP, IMB, LM).
. 
    10.  SOMALIA:  Cargo vessel (IBN YOUNUS) reported being fired upon 14 May at 1530 
local time while underway in position 01:19.62N-048:51.92E, approximately 190NM off the 
East Central Coast.  The vessel observed one white speedboat with three men armed with
machine guns and RPGs approaching from the port quarter ordering the vessel to stop.  The D/O 
raised the alarm, SSAS alarm activated and fired rocket parachute flares at the speedboats.  The 
master took evasive maneuvers and pirates fired one RPG round hitting the accommodations, 
starting a fire.  Crew members extinguished the fire however, extensive damaged was caused to 
the vessel and after one hour of evasive maneuvering, prevented the boarding.  IMB relayed 
message to coalition navy for assistance.  No injuries reported (IMB, Operator). 

.

     11.  SOMALIA:  General cargo vessel (MARIAM QUEEN) hijacked while underway 3 May, 
at 0700 local time, 12 miles off Mogadishu.  A group of Somali pirates armed with guns boarded 
the vessel.  They hijacked the ship and took it to Hobiyo (300 miles north of Mogadishu) where 
it is currently at anchorage.  The vessel was loaded from Ajman Port with general cargo to 
Mogadishu. Negotiations with the pirates are ongoing; currently the pirates are requesting 
150,000 USD.  Per 29 May reporting, Somali pirates have released the (MARIAM QUEEN) and 
its crew of 16 after a ransom of 100,000 USD was reportedly paid by its owners.  The vessel is 
now headed to Mogadishu to unload its cargo.  ONI COMMENT:  This incident was erroneously 
reported in the WWTTS 16 May 07 as a new incident in Para 5.H.4. but was actually this incident (IMB, LM ONI ).
.

     12.  MALDIVES:  Maldives Coast Guard reportedly sank a suspected LTTE boat (SRI 
KRISHNA) 17 May.  The Maldives Coast Guard sank the LTTE boat suspected of ferrying arms 
and captured five guerrillas.  Maldivian fishermen spotted a boat on the evening of 16 May and 
chased it believing it was a fishing boat poaching in their waters.  When the suspected poachers 
opened fire on the fishermen, the fishermen alerted the Coast Guard.  After a 10 hour standoff 
where the occupants refused to surrender, the Coast Guard sank the vessel and took the
occupants into custody.  One of the captives reportedly said the boat had weapons and 
ammunition aboard.  ONI Comment:  The (SRI KRISHNA) had been missing since departing 
Sakthikulangara, India on 04 Mar 07 (see ONI WWTTS msg 02 May 07 para 5.F.14) (AP, LM: 
Gulf Daily News, Hindustan Times, ONI).

.

       13.  SRI LANKA:  LTTE attacks naval camp in pre-dawn raid on 24 May Delft Island, off 

Jaffna Penninsula.  Fifteen rebel boats, including three suicide boats targeted the naval camp; the 
fighting lasted only 20 minutes.  The LTTE claims that they have killed 35 sailors in the naval 
clash, however; The Sri Lankan military stated that, that was a false propaganda and less than 10 
sailors were killed and that they did not even have 35 sailors present.  The Sri Lankan military 
also claims to have destroyed one rebel vessel (BBC, AP).

.
  I.  RED SEA:  

.

      1.  ERITREA:  Egyptian fishing vessel reportedly hijacked 7 Jun.  An official with an 
Egyptian fishing syndicate stated gunmen in speedboats attacked the vessel with heavy gunfire 
while the vessel was fishing in international waters.  The attackers forced the vessel in Eritrean 
territorial waters before boarding the vessel and taking its 23 Egyptian crew captive.  Baki Abu-
al-Hassan, president of the Fishermen Association in Suez, appealed to the Egyptian government 
to intervene quickly to secure the release of the detained fishermen and their vessel.  Sources at 
the Maritime Science Institute in Alexandria said that Egyptian fishermen are compelled to fish 
outside Egyptian regional waters because there were no sufficient quantities of fish in Egyptian 
waters as a consequence of environmental pollution, whether as a result of chemical plants, 
vessel refuse, or unfair fishing practices.  Last month, about 20 Egyptian fishermen were 
detained for fishing in waters belonging to the semi-autonomous Puntland region of Somalia 
without permission.  They were ultimately released after Egypt reportedly agreed to pay a 
$250,000 fine (REUTERS, SAP).

.

  J.  PERSIAN GULF:  No current incidents to report.
.

  K.  SOUTHEAST ASIA:

. 

      1.  THAILAND:  Tanker hijacked 22 May while underway in position 07:45N - 102:02E, 
Gulf of Thailand.  At the time of the incident, the tanker was transporting 100,000 liters of fuel 
oil to supply fishing vessels at sea.  A pirate, who was reportedly a former crewmember, ordered 
the tanker to come alongside his vessel.  Once alongside, the pirate hijacked the tanker.  On 24 
May at 0200 local time the pirates shot and killed the master.  The three crewmembers jumped 
overboard and were later picked up by a passing fishing boat.  The fishing boat contacted the 
Thai Navy and police.  The police dispatched two marine police boats and a navy aircraft to 
locate and detain the hijacked vessel.  The police caught the pirate who attempted to escape in a 
fishing boat.  The police located the tanker with the remaining three crewmembers and took it to 
the marine base for investigation (IMB).  

.

      2.  MALAYSIA:  Container ship boarded, robbed 30 May at 0400 local time in position 
01:18.90N - 104:07.70E, Johor Anchorage.  Six robbers armed with knives boarded the vessel 
and forced their way into the engine room by breaking the padlocks on the doors.  They tied up 
two crewmen and stole spare parts.  The robbers escaped when the alarm was raised (IMB).

      3.  MALAYSIA:  Tanker (MAJULLAH JASMINE) boarded, robbed 21 Apr at 1930 local 
time while underway in position 01:25N-104:20E, 2.5NM east of Tanjung Punggai (per 2 Jun 
reporting).  Ten masked robbers armed with pistols and long knives boarded the vessel from a 
speedboat.  They stole S$17,000 cash and four mobile phones before escaping.  No injuries to 
crew (IMB, ReCAAP).
.

       4.  MALAYSIA:  Tanker (KUDAM) reported attempted boarding 25 May at 0315 UTC 
while anchored in position 1:19.3N-104:16.3E, approximately 3NM southwest of Pulau 
Mungging.  The tanker was approached by one small boat with eight men who attempted 
boarding from the stern of the vessel.  The master of the ship raised the alarm and the small boat 
fled away.  The crew conducted a search of the ship and found no damaged or stolen items 
(ReCAAP).

.

      5.  SINGAPORE STRAIT:  Tanker reported attempted boarding 25 May at 0315 local time 
while underway in position 01:19.3N - 104:16.3E.  Robbers in a speedboat tried to board the 
tanker from the stern.  Upon seeing the robbers, the anti-piracy watch keeper informed the OOW 
who raised the alarm.  The robbers aborted the attempt and escaped in their speedboat.  The crew 
conducted an investigation and found nothing missing/no damage to ship.  VTIS informed 
(IMB).

.

      6.  CELEBES SEA:  Bulk Carrier (PORT PIRIE) misinterpreted actions of Indonesian Navy 
17 May at 0340 UTC while underway in position 02:54N-119:40E.  The bulk carrier reported 
being chased by a speedboat.  The master sounded the alarm and alerted the crew.  All system 
and accommodation rooms were locked.  The speedboat ordered the bulk carrier to stop to check 
its documents and cargoes.  The bulk carrier did not comply, as they were uncertain of the 
identity of the speedboat, which eventually fired warning shots.  The shots reportedly damaged 
the bulk carrier’s starboard side glass and starboard compass repeater cover.  The bulk carrier 
proceeded at full speed and activated the ship security alert system and contacted the ship 
company and authorities to identify the speedboat.  It was later established that the speedboat 
was from the Indonesian Navy and firing warning shots was part of their graduated procedures 
when ships being investigated did not respond.  The master of the bulk carrier explained that the 
ship did not stop as they were not aware that the speedboat belonged to the Indonesian Navy.  
ONI Comment: This incident is likely the same incident reported by the IMB in paragraph 5.K.8 
of this message; however, the date and location are substantially different (RECAAP, ONI). 

.

      7.  INDONESIA:  LPG tanker boarded, robbed 7 Jan at 2145 local time while at berth in 
position 02:59.1S-104:05.2E, Pertamina Jetty 4, Plaju (per 22 May reporting).  Three robbers in 
a motorboat boarded the LPG tanker.  They were noticed by the duty AB and the general alarm 
was raised.  They entered the engine room, held third engineer hostage, stole the ship’s 
properties and escaped.  No injuries to crew.  The incident was reported to the agent (IMB).

.

  L.  NORTH ASIA:  
.

      1.  VIETNAM:  Product tanker boarded, robbed 23 May at 0310 local time while at anchor in 
position 10:15.30N - 107:05.06E, Vung Tau.  Duty crew spotted robbers boarding the vessel and 
informed the D/O who raised the alarm and mustered the crew.  The robbers stole from the ship's 
stores and escaped in the waiting boat.  The port control and ship's agents were informed (IMB).

.

  M.  PACIFIC-ANTARCTIC OCEAN:  No current incidents to report.
.

  N.  ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC NON-STATE ACTIVIST GROUPS:
. 

      1.  ICELAND:  Vessel (FARLEY MOWAT) to be used to shut down illegal whaling per 14 
May reporting.  The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is launching its campaign to go after 
Iceland’s commercial whaling operations.  The society will send its ship to Iceland to intervene 
and disrupt their whaling activities and focus the world’s attention on Iceland’s planned harvest 
of 60 piked and 9 endangered fin whales (LM: seasheperd.com). 

.
      6.  Originator of this WWTTS report requests consumer feedback. 
Originator will incorporate all anti-shipping events and violence

against the maritime industry into this weekly message where

appropriate.  The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) can be contacted
via message traffic at ONI WASHINGTON DC//11// or, the ONI 
violence at sea (VAS) desk may be contacted at comm. phone 
(301) 669-4905 or via e-mail at dpearl@nmic.navy.mil.

//
